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SUBJECT: SUMMARY OF DRAFT MINUTES, FIRST MEETING OF 
BOARD OF GOVERNORS OF THE ISRAEL-U.S. BINATIONAL INDUSTRIAL 
RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT FOUNDATION (BIRD) 

1 . THE INAUGURAL MEETING OF THE BOARD OF GOVERNORS (BOG) 

OF THE ISRAEL-UNITED STATES BINATIONAL INDUSTRIAL RESEARCH 
AND DEVELOPMENT (BIRD) FOUNDATION WAS HELD IN WASHINGTON, 

D.C. ON JULY 25, 1977. BIRD CAME FORMALLY INTO EXISTENCE 
THROUGH AN EXCHANGE OF LETTERS BETWEEN THE TWO GOVERNMENTS 
ON MAY 18. THE BOG MEETING WAS THE NEXT NECESSARY STEP IN 

THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE PLANNED FOUNDATION, THE PURPOSE 
OF WHICH IS THE FOSTERING OF MUTUALLY ADVANTAGEOUS, GENERIC 
NON-MILITARY INDUSTRIAL RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT CONDUCTED 
JOINTLY BY PROFIT-SEEKING ENTITIES OF BOTH COUNTRIES. 

2. THE MEETING WAS FORMALLY CALLED TO ORDER BY DR. JORDAN 
J. BARUCH, ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF COMMERCE FOR SCIENCE 
AND TECHNOLOGY, AT 2:00 P.M. IN THE DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE, 
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WASHINGTON, D.C. (THE FULL TEXT OF THE DRAFT MEETING 
MINUTES PLUS APPENDICES WILL BE TRANSMITTED TO TEL AVIV 
UNDER COVER OF AN AIRGRAM. APPENDIX 1 TO THE MINUTES 
CONTAINS PAPERS PREPARED FOR THE MEETING, SUCH AS A LIST 
OF PERSONS ATTENDING AND RESOLUTIONS OF THE JOINT WORKING 

GROUP, WHICH HAD LAID THE GROUNDWORK FOR THIS FIRST BOARD 
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MEETING). DR. BARUCH, ACTING AS CHAIRMAN PRIOR TO THE 
ELECTION OF THE CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD, WELCOMED THE 
PARTICIPANTS. IN HIS OPENING REMARKS, DR. BARUCH STRESSED 
THE IMPORTANCE OF THE MEETING AS A MILESTONE IN THE 
ESTABLISHMENT OF THE FOUNDATION. HE FURTHER NOTED THAT 
BIRD IS A PROTOTYPE APPROACH TO ENHANCING COOPERATION 
BETWEEN TWO COUNTRIES. 

3. THE AGENDA WAS UNANIMOUSLY ADOPTED. MR. MARC ARON 
AND MR. GEORGE CHADWICK WERE SELECTED AS RAPPORTEURS 
FOR ISRAEL AND THE UNITED STATES, RESPECTIVELY. 

4. CONTINUING ON AGENDA ITEM II. ORGANIZATIONAL AND 
PROCEDURAL MATTERS. DR. BARUCH ASKED MRS. MINK TO CHAIR 
THE MEETING TEMPORARILY AS HE STEPPED DOWN TO NOMINATE 
MR. YAAKOV, CHIEF SCIENTIST, MINISTRY OF COMMERCE, 
INDUSTRY AND TOURISM, AS CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD. THE 
MOTION WAS SECONDED. AND MR. YAAKOV WAS UNANIMOUSLY 
ELECTED. (APPENDIX 2, BEING SENT BY AIRGRAM, CONTAINS 
THIS AND SUBSEQUENT SUBSTANTIVE BOARD RESOLUTIONS.) 

5. CHAIRMAN YAAKOV ASSUMED DIRECTION OF THE MEETING. 

IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE AGENDA, HE RECOGNIZED OFFICIAL 
OBSERVERS. 

6. THE MEETING THEN TURNED TO AGENDA ITEM III, THE POST 
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OF EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR. MR. YAAKOV NOTED THE ACTIONS OF 
THE ADVISORY COUNCIL IN ITS MAY 2, 1977 MEETING. AT 
THAT TIME, A LIST OF SEVEN POTENTIAL CANDIDATES FOR THE 
POST WAS DEVELOPED. UPON SUBSEQUENT REVIEW, THE COUNCIL 
BECAME CONVINCED THAT A. WADE BLACKMAN, ONE OF THE 
LISTED CANDIDATES. WAS SIGNIFICANTLY BETTER QUALIFIED 
FOR THE POST THAN OTHER INDIVIDUALS UNDER CONSIDERATION. 
HIS NAME, ACCORDINGLY, WAS SUBMITTED FOR BOARD CON- 
SIDERATION. SINCE MR. BLACKMAN S ACCEPTANCE OF THE POST 
WAS NOT ASSURED. THE COUNCIL CONTINUED TO REVIEW THE 
QUALIFICATIONS OF OTHER CANDIDATES. DR. BARUCH AND 
CHAIRMAN YAAKOV BOTH STRONGLY ENDORSED MR. BLACKMAN 
AND IOINTLY NOMINATED/SECONDED HIM FOR THE POST. THE 
BOARD UNANIMOUSLY ENDORSED THIS RESOLUTION. DR. BARUCH 
VOLUNTEERED TO WORK WITH MR. BLACKMAN TO DEVELOP A 
CONTRACT FOR HIS SERVICES, THIS CONTRACT TO BE REVIEWED 
BY THE BOARD PRIOR TO ITS ENTRANCE INTO FORCE. DR. 

BARUCH S OFFER WAS ACCEPTED BY THE BOARD. AT THIS 
POINT. MR. BLACKMAN WAS INVITED TO JOIN THE MEETING. HE 
ARRIVED AND WAS CONGRATULATED BY ALL. 

7. CHAIRMAN YAAKOV TURNED TO AGENDA ITEM IV, REPORT ON 
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PRELIMINARY PLANNING. HE NOTED THAT SEVERAL SUITABLE 
SITES HAVE BEEN CONSIDERED AND THAT ONE, LOCATED IN 
RAMAT AVIV, APPEARS PARTICULARLY PROMISING. FINAL SITE 
SELECTION SHALL BE LEFT TO THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR. THE 
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF SCIENTIST HAS BEEN RECEIVING 
APPLICATIONS FOR THE PLANNED NEW POSITIONS OF ADMINISTRA- 
TIVE ASSISTANT AND TECHNICAL ASSISTANT TO THE EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR. THERE ARE PRESENTLY 30 CANDIDATES FOR THE 
ADMINISTRATIVE POST, AND SIX FOR THE TECHNICAL POST. 

THESE CANDIDATES WILL BE SCREENED FURTHER PRIOR TO 
MR. BLACKMAN'S ARRIVAL AND HIS SELECTION OF ASSISTANTS. 

8. AGENDA ITEM V, JOINT WORKING GROUP REPORT. CHAIRMAN 
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YAAKOV PREFACED THE DISCUSSION OF THE JOINT WORKING 
GROUP (JWG) REPORT WITH SOME OBSERVATIONS ON THE ROLE 
OF THE FOUNDATION. HE CONSIDERS THE FOUNDATION TO BE 
A TOOL TO PROMOTE COOPERATION BETWEEN ISRAELI AND 
AMERICAN INDUSTRY, AND NOT MERELY AS AN ADDITIONAL 
SOURCE OF FUNDS FOR RESEARCH. HE NOTED THE NEED FOR 
FLEXIBILITY IN BIRD OPERATIONS AND THE PREREQUISITE 
FOR CREDIBILITY IN FOUNDATION DEALINGS WITH INDUSTRY. 

AT THE CHAIRMAN'S REQUEST MR. CHADWICK LED A DISCUSSION 
ON THE RESOLUTIONS OF THE JOINT WORKING GROUP, (JWG). 

THE BOG REVIEWED THE RESOLUTIONS IN DETAIL AND ADOPTED 
MODIFICATIONS TO SEVERAL OF THEM. 

9. UNDER AGENDA ITEM VI, OTHER BUSINESS, THE BOG 
APPROVED SEVERAL PROCEDURAL RESOLUTIONS AND AGREED TO 
MEET IN ISRAEL IN FEBRUARY 1978. THE MEETING ADJOURNED 
AT 4:00 P.M. CHRISTOPHER 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT, MEETINGS, MEETING PROCEEDINGS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 08-Aug-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977STATE186168 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: GCHADWICK:LER 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770285-0109 
Format: TEL 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770885/aaaacttj.tel 

Line Count: 153 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 2e14dd5f-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ORIGIN COME 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 21 -Oct-2004 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 1672935 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: SUMMARY OF DRAFT MINUTES, FIRST MEETING OF BOARD OF GOVERNORS OF THE ISRAEL-U.S. BINATIONAL INDUSTRIAL 
RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT FOUNDATION (BIRD) 

TAGS: TECH, BGEN, IS, BIRD 
To: TEL AVIV 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/2e1 4dd5f-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



